Living Hope – Equipping Track


A New Family

“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.”

1 John 3:1

Children of God

We have become children of God by accepting his gift of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. Because we belong to him we also belong to his family, the church. Every true Christian is now our brother or sister ‘in Christ’.

Here are a few reminders about the church:

· ‘The church’ is the people of God, not a building (1 Peter 2:9-10; Romans 16:5)

· We belong to one another, we are family (Romans 12:4-5; Galatians 6:10)

· Christ’s command is to ‘love each other’ (John 15:17)

· Christ is the head of his church (Ephesians 1:22)

Members of One Body

	Write out 1 Corinthians 12:27  
	     

	     


Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31.

This passage makes clear that, although we are all different, we belong together; we are ‘one body’. It also makes clear that each of us have a place of our own within this ‘body’ of the church, and a part to play in it. We depend on each other. As you begin to grow as a Christian the Lord will lead you into specific areas of service. Your Cell Leader will help you to explore different areas of service or ‘ministry’ appropriate to your level of spiritual maturity. One thing is for certain – the body of Christ has no spare parts! All are valued; all are needed.

Large Or Small?

Read Acts 2:46.

Question: How should the church meet together regularly?

Tick one option:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

As large ‘celebration’ gatherings in special buildings

 FORMCHECKBOX 

As small ‘cell group’ communities in homes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Both of the above

Personal Support

Read Ephesians 4:11-16.

We all need help of one sort or another. God has made us in such a way that we always need others. As this is true in the natural, physical realm, it is also true in the spiritual realm. So who can help you? Church leaders, whatever their particular titles, are there to help. In your cell group your Mentor and your Cell Leader are key people you can approach for help. Also, since the body is “held together by every supporting ligament”, every member of your cell group is a part of your support network. And as a group member, you also are a part of the support network of all the others! Finally, don’t forget the most important source of help for the Christian – God himself! (See Hebrews 4:14-16).

Water Baptism

	Write out Acts 2:38  
	     

	     

	     

	     


Baptism in water is an outward symbol of an inward, spiritual commitment to Christ. It is a public declaration to the people around you that you have decided to follow Jesus.

Why must we be baptised?

· Jesus and his apostles commanded it (Matthew 28:19)

· Jesus himself was baptised (Mark 1:9)

· It symbolizes death to the old life and resurrection to the new life with Christ (Romans 6:3-4)

· As a witness to your community

Question: Have you ever been baptised?

Tick one option:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes, as an infant

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes, as a believer

 FORMCHECKBOX 

No

Some people are baptised as babies. In this case there is no need to be re-baptised as a believer. Others may simply have been ‘dedicated’ as babies, or brought up in a non-believing household, or even in another faith. In these cases, they should be baptised as a believer.

While some churches practise infant baptism, all churches are willing to baptise people who have become believers and have never previously been baptised (this is known as ‘believers baptism’). Some churches simply sprinkle with water, making the sign of the cross, while others practise baptism by total immersion (e.g. ‘ducking’ the whole person in a pool or similar). Please speak to your church leaders about being baptised.

Church Membership

Many churches also support formal church membership. It is often necessary to become an official member in order to be allowed to vote at members meetings etc. Members typically pledge their commitment to this particular local church and its aims, promising their support in terms of time, commitment and finance. Often, there is a process to follow to become a member – typically attending some small group sessions to discuss church membership. This is usually followed by formal recognition of new members during a public worship service. Again, speak to your church leaders about becoming a member.

The Lord’s Supper

Read Matthew 26:26-28.

The evening before he was crucified, Jesus ate a ‘last supper’ with his 12 disciples. He commanded his disciples to eat bread and drink wine together regularly as a symbol and reminder of his broken body and life-blood shed from them. This simple ceremony is referred to as the ‘Lord’s Supper’ or ‘holy communion’. All who have committed their lives to Christ may participate.

Read 1 Corinthians 11:23-32.

The Apostle Paul instructs us to ‘examine ourselves’ before taking part in the Lord’s Supper. Since we are remembering that Christ has paid the price for all our sins, confess any known sin to God at this time and you may participate freely.
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